Educational Material for Stones in His Pockets

- aplay by Marie Jones
How to use the educational material:

e Ifyou are just going to see the play, you can work on part 1 and part 3.

e I[fyou are going to study the play in detail, the assignments in part 2 will be relevant
as well.

e If you have questions or comments, you are welcome to contact us.
Christopher Bisgaard Olesen (co@ordrupgym.dk) and Birgit Fiig (bf@ordrupgym.dk)
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Introduction: About the Play

The play “Stones in His Pockets™ is written by playwright: Marie Jones and was first
performed in Belfast June 1999.

Director: Ian Burns

With: Kevin Kiernan-Molloy and Jefferson Bond
Period: Oct 31 — Nov 28

Mon-Fri: 19.30 / Sats: 17.00 / Wed matinees: 13.00
Krudttenden, Serridslevvej 2, 2100 Kbh O

The play is a tragicomedy about a small rural town in Ireland where many of the townspeople
are extras in the making of a Hollywood film. The story centres on Charlie Conlon and Jake
Quinn, who, like much of the town, are employed as extras.

The script calls upon the cast of two to perform all 15 characters (men and women), often
switching gender and voice swiftly and with minimal costume change — a hat here, a jacket
there. Comedy also derives from the efforts of the production crew to create the proper "Irish
feel" — a romanticised ideal that often conflicts with the reality of daily life.

The playwright, Marie Jones has the special gift of making us laugh and then making us feel
guilty seconds later, for doing so.

Critics:

’Sad, hilarious and irresistible” — London Evening Standard

“Clearly magical” — The Guardian

“Marie Jones is very funny and her observations of the hectic compression of a film set are
dead on” — Vanity Fair



Part 1: Opening the play

Meet the characters:

The play has two characters:
e Charlie Conclon
e Jake Quinn

Look at the poster below:
1) Describe the poster.
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Make a short description of the two characters: make use of adjectives that you find
appropriate:

rural, simple, ignorant, intellectual, academic, primitive, smart, funny, serious, humorous,
dull, naive, powerful













Act it Out

1. You are at a catering truck.
You have to convince the caterer that you need a second serving for your friend who is not
able to come to the catering truck in person.
Find as many excuses as possible.

2. Visit at the dialect coach:
In the play you meet an American actor, who needs to speak with an Irish accent. She gets
help from a dialect coach.

Try to pronounce the following sentence with the following accents:

“I will speak to my father, you have suffered enough.”
1) American accent
2) Irish accent

3. In pairs read the advice given in the play by the dialect coach:
Caroline Giovanni: (American star)
John: accent coach
Caroline: “I will speak to my father, you have suffered enough.”
John: You’re doing great Caroline...remember always to soften the a; and elongate it...I will
speak to my father, you have suffered enough.
Caroline: (she repeats badly). I will speak to ma father, no...I will speak to my
fetherr.. .shit...
John: No Caroline put your tongue behind your teeth.
Caroline: Thaaather.
John: no...No, your bottom teeth.
Caroline: Father...fetthe... fatttther...shit...these people will think it sounds ridiculous.
John: Don’t worry...Caroline...Ireland is only one per cent of the market.
Caroline: I want to get it right John.

Discussion

Discuss the following:

Is it a big deal to not cast Irish actors in a movie/play set in Ireland?

Debate:

Films such as “Irish Wish” have been criticised for being set in Ireland but without Irish
actors. Is this a valid criticism? Why/why not?






